
Oh to be a kid again! This 
past Thursday morning at 
our Parenting for 
Academic Success (PAS) 
class at Jefferson School 
in New Britain I had my 
blood pressure taken by a 
3 year old, made fish and 
chicken soup with a 4 year 
old, and sat on the floor of 
the Jefferson School 
Library making puzzles 
with a 2 year old. There is 
so much to be learned 
through play; especially 
English skills that will 
help these children when 
they enter school. 
Kathleen McLean, our 
Family Literacy Director 
and I took care of several 
children ages 1 to 4 while 
their parents participated 
in a class taught by Family 
Literacy Coordinator 

Better Literacy…Better Lives! 

Schools, and the New 
Britain Public Library. 
Together we are able 
to offer the families 
many program options 
that will help them 
improve their lives. 
PAS classes are also 
currently offered at 
Diloreto School in 
New Britain and 
Linden School in 
Plainville. At LVCC 
our family literacy 
programs are growing 
thanks to support from 
the Community 
Foundation of Greater 
New Britain, 
American Savings 
Foundation, United 
Ways, Dutch Point 
Credit Union, Sam’s 
Club and many other 
donors. Con’t on Pg 4 

www.literacycentral.org 
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Lynda Anderson. This class 
is helping the parents to 
learn more English and the 
skills they need to help 
their children succeed in 
school. They all love the 
class and are thrilled to 
receive new books and 
homework supplies to 
practice literacy activities 
in their homes. 

 

The PAS program, now in 
its third year at Jefferson 
School, is part of a larger 
collaborative family 
literacy effort that is 
helping many low literate 
parents to improve their 
lives. Collaborators include 
LVCC, New Britain Family 
Resource Centers, New 
Britain Adult Literacy, 
New Britain Consolidated 

From the Executive Director  
   Darlene Hurtado 
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Heidi Yanavich– President 

Augusta Cigliano Gonzalez- 
Vice-President 

Jean Witz— Secretary 

Baba Aina—Treasurer 

Pete Antonelli 

Eugene Cronin 

Lloyd J. Duggan, Jr 

Lynn Johnson-Corcoran 

Lorraine Jurgilewicz 

Kitty Lacey 

J. Mark Laczewski 

Judith Newberg 

Amy Palmisano 

Robin Sharp 

Rose Stamilio 

Joe Vaverchak 

Jean Witz 

Susan Zoni 
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Join us for our… 
Scrabble Challenge/Silent Auction! 

Wednesday, April 28, 2010 
6-9 PM 

Aqua Turf, Plantsville 
Call 860-229-7323 or email  

office@literacycentral.org to register or  
for more information  



Please consider making a donation to Literacy Volunteers Endowment Fund—this is how 
easy it is!  Paste/type this address into your browser: https://www.cfgnb.org-click on the 
’donate now’ button, click ’designated funds’ in the middle of the page, click the drop down 
menu for ‘Funds’, highlight ‘Literacy Volunteers-New Britain’, choose an amount and con-
tinue completing the form.  Thank you for considering a donation towards our organization’s 
future!   

Congratulations to the following individuals who ha ve completed  
October 2009 and January 2010 Tutor Training! 
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A great big thank you to the McCue Mortgage and Kensington Congregational Church 
for providing us with tutor training space!       
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Marilyn Allan 

Mark Biron 

Richard Cardone 

Eva Chmura 

Donna Crane 

Will Ferguson 

Jose Gaztambide 

Sharon Hirsch 

Eileen Horsman 

Robert Hughes 

Davia Lehn 

James Lineburgh 

Amy Martin 
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Kathleen Bannon 

Lacy Benson 

Shannon Clinton 

Eileen Donahue 

Susan Grady 

Marjola Nelson 

Jesse Peterkin 

Ronald Porta 

Judith Walo 

Leah Zindel 

 

Sandy Matlack 

Nikki Molaver 

Janette Moulier 

May Nevius 

Antoinette Parker 

Ateka Rampurwala 

Cheryl Seger 

Beata Ruszczyk 

Joanna Smiley 

Janet Sweden 

Juliana Waltersdorff 

Marie Webb 

Susan Wiley 

When you meet a man, you judge him by his clothes; when you leave, you judge him by his heart.—Russian Proverb 

T-T-TRIVIAAA!!!  
The winner of our first email trivia contest was….Fred Carter, he answered correctly to the question: ������
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Gerry Pierson answered correctly on the second email trivia contest to the following two questions: 
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Thanks to everyone who participated, stay tuned for the upcoming trivia! 
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Barnes & Noble Book Drive a Great Success 
This year, Barnes & Noble Bookstore approached Literacy Volunteers to ask us if we would like to be 
the beneficiary of a Holiday Book Drive.  During this drive, which took place the Saturday after 
Thanksgiving and the Monday before Christmas, Barnes & Noble staff encouraged customers to pur-
chase books for Literacy Volunteers programming.  The store staff created wonderful displays of books 
to entice customers to support our cause. LVCC volunteers and students also generously donated their 
time to wrap presents for customers, who made donations to LVCC for this service.  We were lucky 
enough to have Sue Zoni, Priority Graphics, LLC, coordinate the volunteers and design fliers to pro-
mote the event.  Barnes & Noble customers donated over a thousand books to Literacy Volunteers.  
Thank you to all who volunteered their valuable time! 

 

 

Donations in any amount to 

Literacy Volunteers of Central 

CT, Inc. are always appreci-

ated and directly support our 

programs. 

If you would like to donate via 

credit card, please visit our 

website, go to the ‘donations’ 

page and click on the ‘Donate 

Now, Just Give.org ‘ button. 

For more information about 

our giving programs contact 

Darlene Hurtado @  

860-229-READ or  

director@literacycentral.org  

Congratulations to  
Keith Bova and Priscilla Eckert 

who won the  
1st Quarter raffle for getting their 

Quarterly Hours form in so 
promptly.   

Thank you ! 
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Check out our LVCC  
Capital One credit card!  

Turn your everyday spending 
into meaningful donations.  

With our personalized credit 
card, 1% of every purchase—
—will be donated to LVCC. 
The credit card link is on the 

front page of our website 
www.literacycentral.org 

Do you need to renew a maga-
zine subscription, buy or send a 

gift to someone?  
Check us out at 

www.magfundraising.com/
LiteracyVolunteersofCentralCt 

LVCC receives 40% of  
purchases. 
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Family Literacy Ornament Tree Yields  

School Supplies for Low-literate Parents and Children 
In early December, as part of the Family Literacy Program, LVCC staff erected a Christmas tree with 
colorful ornaments labeled with school supplies that volunteers and students could donate to low-
literate parents and children.  Through the generosity of students and tutors, LVCC collected a large 
box of school supplies for these needy families.  These vital supplies, for parents who may not have 
any of these items at home, will be disseminated through the Parenting for Academic Success Pro-
gram, in which parents are given free school supplies each week as they learn to perform family liter-
acy activities at home with their children and how to help them with homework.  A warm thank you to 
all tutors and students who graciously donated! 

LVCC Initiates New Family Science Program 
 

In collaboration with New Britain Youth Museum at Hungerford Park, and with funding from the 
Community Chest of New Britain and Berlin, LVCC is partnering in a unique program for low literate 
parents and their children.  In the Family Science Program, educators go directly to DiLoreto Magnet 
School to facilitate hands-on Science with these families.  Activities include live demonstrations with 
animals from Hungerford, and related arts and crafts activities.  Our Family Literacy Program Direc-
tor, Kathleen McLean, assists families with translation, as needed and our Family Literacy Coordina-
tor, Lynda Anderson reviews vocabulary words in advance with parents.  Thus far, topics have in-
cluded reptiles, amphibians, birds, and mammals.  We have served 20 parents and children, who have 
been excited and delighted by the animals and have asked many interesting questions about habitat, 
predators, prey, etc.  Parents will also be treated to a free field trip to the New Britain Youth Museum 
at Hungerford Park. 

Diane Schutz works with student Juan Araiza. 

Thanks to the generosity of the patrons at Barnes & Noble 
LVCC has many more resources to help students like Juan.  
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Better Literacy…Better Lives! 

Executive Director’s letter from Page 1 

Even in this challenging economy we have been able to do some incredible things at LVCC. All of our programs continued to be offered 
free of charge to over 433 people. Our students worked hard to change their lives. They overcame obstacles like difficulty reading, writing, 
and speaking English and assimilating to American culture. Many have lost their jobs but continue to work hard to make their lives better 
through literacy. Thanks to the support of local foundations, United Ways, city funding, state funding, and generous support from individu-
als, corporations and other groups we offered a variety of programs to help people and families improve their lives through English literacy. 
Every dollar we received had a value of $2.50 thanks to the generosity of over 200 volunteers. This past year the in-kind value of their work 
exceeded $300,000! This fall we had the largest tutor training ever! 

 

We offered some new programs this year and continued to develop existing programs to help more low literate families. Some of those pro-
grams included: 

The Women’s Literacy Project: this new program for low literate women (about 70% of the students served at LVCC) featured health 
literacy workshops for mothers and children, financial literacy workshops, event planning training, work skills classes, survival skills in 
America classes, and a special event, the Women’s Literacy Tea. Lois Penney, a longtime LVCC volunteer, was awarded the first award for 
Outstanding Support of Women in Literacy. The event also featured a former LVCC Board President, Dr. Helen Abadiano, Chair of the 
Reading and Language Arts Department at CCSU as our keynote and very inspirational speaker. This program was funded by the Catalyst 
Fund of the Community Foundation of greater New Britain. 

 

Family Science: this program, funded by the Community Chest of New Britain and Berlin, is a collaborative effort between LVCC and the 
New Britain Youth Museum. It is a New Britain school based, hands-on science program for families. One of its major goals is to teach low 
literate parents the vocabulary they need to help them feel comfortable participating in science activities and other community educational 
activities with their children. LVCC teaches the parents the vocabulary and then provides support during the class taught after school for 
parents and their children at Diloreto School. The program also includes two fieldtrips to Hungerford Outdoor Center in Berlin. 

 

The Family Literacy Initiative : this program, funded by the Community Foundation of Greater New Britain and the Christine E.Moser 
Foundation is now in its second year; with a goal of creating a collaborative of programs and services to more effectively address and 
change the conditions that contribute to low literacy for parents and children in the communities of New Britain, Plainville, Southington, 
and Berlin. Organizations and businesses are coming together with resources like books, homework supplies, staff, program space and more 
to help families trying to change their lives through literacy. Book donations for families have topped 2,000 new books thanks to major 
support from Border’s and Barnes and Noble bookstores. Books were donated to many programs and schools for distribution in all four 
communities. 

 

I am proud of the work that is being done in Central CT to improve lives through literacy. The strong partnerships, the dedication of volun-
teers, the tenacity of our students, and the generosity of donors (even in challenging times), keeps us moving forward. We are driven by our 
mission and the courage of the families we work with to keep moving forward toward Better Literacy….Better Lives. You can help us to 
change even more lives this year. Please consider a gift to our Annual Appeal and supporting our annual fundraising event, the Scrabble 
Challenge. Thank you to everyone who has supported and continues to support this important work. 

Annual Appeal Update 

Thank you to everyone who has donated to our ‘Literacy Changes Lives’ Annual Appeal campaign so far.  Our goal is 
to raise $17,000 through our campaign which targets individuals and LVCC Board members. To date we have 
raised $10,422 and need $6578 to reach our goal!    If you have not sent in your donation yet, please consider a gift 
of $100 or whatever you can afford.  Every $1 has a value of approximately $2.50 because of the in-kind value of our 
volunteers and other types of in-kind support we receive.  

Help us to continue to serve many in our communities each year! 
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Register early, by March 26th and get a discounted rate of $45 per person!!!! 

Teams of 6-8 work cooperatively on one board.  Bring your own team or let us match you 
up! 

Register Now!!! 
Registration is easy! Simply complete this form, make your check(s) payable to  

Literacy Volunteers of Central CT and return it to LVCC, 20 High Street,  
New Britain, CT  06051 For more information, please call: 860-229-7323. 

Company/Team Name (if applicable) ____________________________________________ 

Address _____________________________________   City___________________________ 

State________  Zip _________   Phone (____)______________  Email _________________ 

Name      $ by 3/26  $ by 4/23 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

_______________________  �  $45   �  $50 

*Meal is Chicken  or Vegetarian which will be chosen the night of the event 

Please return by March 26, 2010  for Advance Registration ($45/person) or by April 23, 2010($50/person) 
for Regular Registration.   



��	
��
��

�	���� �

�������

�������	�
	���
��	�
�������
���������
��������
�	������	�
���
�����������	�������
��
��	��	��
������
�����������

������
��

���
��	
��������
��
�
����� 	�������
��
�
����!�	
������������
���
�����
����
�
���	��	�

��


� 	�������
��
�����!�	�

�
��	��	��������
�����������

������
��
���
"��������#
�	����������

����������
������������

��
��������
����� �!��"�#�

$�%�&������
����'��
!��
�����
�
����������

����	�
�$�()%���*��
��
���
��
	������
�
�
	���
+��&����������
�
���
�����
�����������
��


���	
����'��,
�	�
�-�.�'���'�������*�+�



��	
��
��

�	���� �

�������

                                                                        

���������	���
��
�������
����������	���
��
�������
����������	���
��
�������
����������	���
��
�������
�� ���

����

����
���
����
�����
�����������

�������

�����


������ ����������
��
��������
����� 
!��������
���
����
�� ��
��

"��
���
�#
��
�
���
����������$
������%
��������


 ����������������
��
��������
����� 
!��������
���
� ���
�"��
���
��

�!����&'%������
����������(����������!�����
���


� ���������������
��
��������
����� 
!��������
���
�� ��
��!�����

"��
���
�������
����������(������)�
������


������ ����������
��
��������
����� 
!��������
���
����
�" ��
���
��

#
��
�)�
��
��
����������#
����*�	�������


������� ���������
��
��������
����� 
!��������
���
����
�#
 ��
��

�

���������	�
	�����	
�������	��������������	�
	�����	
�������	��������������	�
	�����	
�������	��������������	�
	�����	
�������	�����	 			

I'm afraid my 'success story' is nothing big and dr amatic -- just a small thing, really. 
I recently had lunch with my very first ESL student  through Literacy Volunteers, Adriana 
(Soledad) Flores. When I started working with Soled ad, her daughter Kimberly was two 
years old, and now Kimberly is a senior in high sch ool, and a very nice young lady. The 
thing that particularly impressed me is that Kim is  the president of the National Honor 
Society at her school this year. It seems to me tha t that says a lot about her own suc-
cess, and about her parents' success in raising her .  

It makes me feel very happy to know that I was able  to assist someone who has been able 
to make such very good use of what I helped her lea rn. Truly an honor, and a pleasure, 
for me.  

Please allow me to tell one story from many years a go, to give you a glimpse of Soledad's 
character. We had been working together for only ab out six months (as best I recall) when 
we were asked to help out at a tutor-training sessi on. The trainer wanted the trainees to 
be able to practice presenting a lesson to real ESL  students. Each trainee had a chance 
to teach a student, one-on-one. (I was along only t o observe. I had no active role.) One 
trainee assigned to Soledad managed to say only a f ew words before the woman became un-
able to say anything more -- she was having a serio us anxiety attack. And so Soledad, 
very calmly, and despite her very imperfect English , began talking to the woman, in a 
kind and respectful manner. And when it became clea r that the woman still was unable to 
say anything, Soledad gently began to tell a story about her father -- about how he 
helped her one time when she was trying to do somet hing very hard. 

It was an utterly remarkable performance, especiall y for someone still struggling to com-
municate in English. I never had to say a word, tho ugh I was sitting there watching and 
was prepared to intervene if necessary. By the time  Soledad finished the story about her 
father, the woman had calmed down a great deal and was able to speak again (though she 
was quite unable to present a lesson). I was in awe  -- and I still feel the same way 
every time I recall this incident. It was truly an example of good at work in the world.  
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WOMEN’S LITERACY AND TEA EVENT  

I think at some time in our lives we have all heard this quote from Benjamin Franklin, “Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. 
Involve me and I learn”. 

We took this very hands-on-approach in all of the workshops we conducted this past year as we focused on helping women to improve their 
literacy skills. As recipients of a grant from the Catalyst Fund of the Community Foundation of Greater New Britain, we offered an array of 
classes including: survival skills, work skills, financial literacy, public speaking, and even floral design! The year of activities was cele-
brated by our women tutors, students, visitors from the Catalyst Fund, family and friends at a culminating Tea and Dessert Event on No-
vember 10, 2009.  Professor Helen Abadiano, Ph.D., chair of the Reading and Language Arts Department at CCSU was the keynote 
speaker; addressing the importance of literacy and learning in the lives of all women.  Lois Penney received the first award for providing 
outstanding support to women in literacy. 
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Scrabble Challenge/Silent Auction 
Wednesday, April 28, 2010 

6-9 PM 

Aqua Turf Club, Plantsville, CT 

To register, call 860-229-7323 or email  
office@literacycentral.org 

Join the fun, bring a team or 
let us match you up! 

Don’t Forget! 
To checkout our new magazine  

fundraiser website! 

http://www.magfundraising.com/literacy 

 

Women’s Financial Literacy Workshops 

February 22—Savings & Investments for 
you and your family members 

February 24—Planning for Retirement 

Location: McCue Mortgage 

Time: 6-8PM 

Presented by LVCC Tutor:  
Colleen Walsh, CPA, CFP 

Register by calling 860-229-7323 

Or email training@literacycentral.org 

 

Tutor Training—Sign up! Change Lives through Literacy. 
March 15, 18, 22, 25, 29, 4/1 (6-9PM) 

Bristol Public Library 

Please call 860-229-7323 or email office@literacycentral.org (preregistration is required) 
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