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Congratulations to the following Individuals who
New Grants have completed Tutor Training!

Welcomel!

$15,000 from the American Sav-
ings Foundation to support the

Parenting for Academic Succesg January 2009

family literacy programs at ele-

mentary schools. Barbara Baume Karen Kurpiewski
Patricia Bayne Karla Lee

$2,000 from the Suzanne Forlivi Lori Bradshaw Anne Lundgren

Foundation to support our tutorin

program in greater New Britain. Lauri Collins Lt [Rstsese
Jay Corbalis Doris Rubasky

$10,000 from the Catalyst Fund A e b LR

the Community Foundation of Amy Cullinan John Wojcik

Greater New Britain to support &

. . Kate Garrahy
new Women'’s Literacy Project.

Katherine Gurtowsky
Steve Hubina

$2,000 from the United Way of . I
West Central CT to support the Catherine Hull ) 9
Parenting for Academic Succesg 7
program at Edgewood School in

Bristol.

- Michael Garrett Marino z

“A love affair with knowledge will never end in hetbreak.” @ﬁ&

A

Executive Directors article continued from page 1

many other fun and inspiring lessons. Recentlynkigdd the staff to share in a (nonalcoholic) togish a student and his wife. The stu-
dent had recently purchased a car after finallfirggehis driver’s license. The young couple wasappy to finally have a car. They told
us a story of having to go to the emergency roothénmiddle of the night by bicycle and were sopyaihat they would never have to
do that again! Their lives have improved becausspetial heroes like Gerry.

Another special hero is Cindi. Cindi has been antder tutor for 13 years. She often comes in sétienes a week and works with two
or three tutoring groups at a time. She is a forsetool teacher and incredibly generous and patsdre works with students for years
to help them reach their reading and writing gaald often becomes a true friend to them as we#dtiition she donates hand made
items to our fundraising events and supports ekgrgtwe do. Cindi volunteers for many causes aradskining example of another
hero that is truly changing lives.

In the Middletown Program Office we have two spEb&roes, a dynamic duo. Barbara and Donna, amthray things that they do,
volunteer to do student intakes and testing. Ttaeleven attended intensive training to learn tiadter and score tests. They are
often the first face that our students see and haee so welcoming to new nervous students. Welametl do the work that we do in
greater Middletown without their time and talents.

I could go on and on with the “Heroes” that we suerounded by at LVCC. Even our students tacklezamyaodds to change their lives
and reach their dreams! Their heroic talents angage are too numerous to mention. The interestimg is how well these “Heroes”
blend into our everyday lives. If you saw themtet mall or in your church you would not be ablégibhow truly remarkable they are.
They look just like you and me. But trust me, takgword for it, there are “Heroes” among_us anely are changing lives

through literacy! You might even have the powebéoone of them yourself.



Annual Appeal
Update

Middletown Program Office Highlights

Thank you to everyone who
has donated to our ‘Literacy,
Changes Lives’ Annual Ap-
peal campaign so faifo
date we have raised $12,71
or 75% of our goal! Our
goal is to raise $17,000

Our focus in greater Middletown is to increase@ath in order to expand the number of
low literate adults who access out tutoring progréhis includes increasing community collabora-
tions and expanding our donor base. With the helabal Harmony Institute and the AT&T Foun-
dation we now have an online computer lab for stteland tutors to use to increase the intensity of
B the English instruction. We are currently recrigtivolunteers to run the lab.

Beginning this month we will be hosting the VITAogram for greater Middletown. This is
a volunteer income tax assistance program thashelpnsure that low and moderate income people

through our campaign
which targets individuals
and LVCC Board members.
If you have not sent in your

donation yet, please conside

a gift of $100 or whatever
you can afford.Every $1
has a value of approximatel
$2.50 because of the in-kind
value of our volunteers and
other types of in-kind sup-
port we receive.

Help us to continue to
serve many in our commu-
nities each yeatr!

Congratulations to
Ted Kalinowski
who won the
2nd Quarter raffle for getting his
Quarterly Hours form in so
promptly.

Thank you Ted!

Donations in any amount to
Literacy Volunteers of Central
CT, Inc. are always appreci-
ated and directly support our

get their tax refunds. Low literate adults can asdéis service for free. This program is a coltabo
tive effort with the Middlesex United Way and ottecal organizations.

HOLD ON TO THOSE WARM FEELINGS!

Not too long ago we all joined together to cedebrthe De-
cember holidays in the Community Room of the NB@h.that Mon-
day evening from 6-8PM, as we have done in the pastrly 80 tutors
and students along with family and friends gatheoeshare wonderful foods from each others
countries. Every year the staff waits in anticipatio see what unique culinary delights are
brought to be shared. There seemed to be moregpibiem usual, and we were especially smit-
ten with a cold Polish salad called Kutia creatgaibe of our student's Mariola. We were not at
a loss for desserts either, with pies, homemadestiias cookies and lavishly frosted cakes.
After sampling this wonderful potluck dinner, wé ghthered to hear the story of "The Night
Before Christmas" read out loud by tutor ColleenidhaWe coupled this reading with a game
of "pass the grab bag around" and by the timettry svas finished each person in the room
had a small gift to open. Lastly, we were led itiday song by tutor and board member Susan
Zoni. We sang in English, Polish, Spanish and Hel{reot without song sheets though) to the
wonderful accompaniment of Susan on the piano. ddtrout the evening the room was filled
with the exchange of warm wishes, hugs and handshalkd kind words; wishing one another
happy holidays to be enjoyed with family and friendnd hope for a prosperous and healthy
new year. Here's hoping that all that "warmth exgea” will fuel us through the next month or

two until spring arrives!

Kutia Recipe
1 cup of wheat(kutia)(you can find it on Broad St.)

% cup of honey
1 cup of raisins
1 cup of poppy seeds

programs.
1 cup of mix nuts (walnuts, almonds, haz elnuts and
If you would like to donate via others)
credit card, please visit our Soak the wheat (kutia) over night in water (the lon gerit's
. . N soaking the easier it is to cook it). Then cook it until soft,
website, go to the ‘donations make sure to add enough water and keep stirring it. When it's
page and click on the ‘Donate almost ready let the water boil out. (cook it for a bout an hour)
. , Drain it and leave it in a strainer until the wheat (kutia) is
Now, Just Give.org’ button. almost dry.
For more information about Soak the raisins for about 15-20 minutes in water a nd cut the
. nuts into small pieces. Then put all the ingredient s in a big
our giving programs contact bowl and mix them all together. (you can add more o r less of the
Darlene Hurtado @ nuts, raisins, honey, and poppy seeds) Refrigerate until cold

860-229-READ or

director@literacycentral.org

and ENJOY!!!




LITERACY CHANGES LIVES!

SCRABBLE® CHALLENGE-2009
FUNDRAISER IN SUPPORT OF
LITERACY VOLUNTEERS OF CENTRAL CT

Wednesday, April 29, 2009
Aqua Turf Club, Mulberry Street
Plantsville, CT
5:00-8:30 PM

Silent/Teacup Auction
Full meal and Cash Bar
One round of team Scrabble o

Register in advance by March 27th and get a special rate of $45 per
person! After March 27th, $50/person.

Teams of 6-8 work cooperatively on one board. Brin g your own
team or let us match you up!

For more information call 860-229-7323 or emaill
office@literacycentral.org

Come join the fun while helping
to support LVCC!
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Bridges to Literacy Question: Who would you eddetesident of the United States and why? Hesemesamples of writing that we
received from our students...

Piotr Zatorsky wrotelf | would vote, | would choose Barack Olzarsea ipemy opinion he would be better reprddehtdben President. | liked
his speech in which he promised decrease 88 sofoAmerican population (excluded the Highakst). said that during next ten years he will
make the U.S. independent in oil case. Agditeorait that he will retreat U.S. army frarteldagsn't like the education in the U.frethere

he would like to change and to invest the stéool Ble also promised investing 150 bili®mdmdialogic energy. He is younger than $écCain,
he probably will be able to make most of hespramiwill probably win the election.

Boualay Vannalith wrotElection Activitiebave been reading about the election inre@@8&bbut Obama and McCain in many magéesne artic
| also watch the news on T.V. I'm very intethstedndidates ideas. | have registeraod/dtEso help to encourage the elderly La@ian se

to register too. On November 4th | will vatehrehal dvive others who cannot go by themsearddo see government change and | want to see
peace in the world. | will definitely vote.

Henryk Strumilowski wrotewill vote for Obama. He is a democrat. dtratiteparty has a good plan of action foateealifiama is younger,
McCain is too old. Obama will advance neveeheofygies and direct money to enable cleaprejeetgy Obama plans on ending the war in
Irag then will remove the troops. Obama & rgéangtthe U.S. education system and make adwdigtion more affordable. Obama will fight to
support good American jobs and save Social Sdzamity is my age and his wife and daughters.h&ba family and will work to improve family
life in the U.S.

Book Discussion Groupuring the month of October, tutor Christinaa®chidook discussion as part of The BigNReadiitain. The Big

Read initiative of the National Endowmentrisy tesigned to restore reading to the cemericdrculture. A town chooses one book to read.
The Call of the Wilds the chosen book for this year. Studests Khabowska, Bozena Giza, and Arek Janktueipkitgoiin the book dis-
cussion. They were introduced to Jack Londuiga déthe Yukon territory during the GotdtRedl890s. Although the reading was at times
difficult for the students due to new vocdimyayjdyed the novel.

Jhad Seedahamed student of Nick Catalina, re-
ceived her U.S. Citizenship!
Congratulations Jhad!

Hirity Asfaha (pictured above), student

of Margo Thompson Madore, received Maria Adamcewicz (pictured above
her U.S. Citizenship! Congratulations holding flowers) with her tutor Terry
Hirity! Dehnel, fellow students and friends
celebrates receiving her citizenship! N\

Congratulations Marial (@ @)
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Above: Angelika Pilch poses with
a holiday hat she received after
our gift swap game!

Fun was had by all students, tutors, family,
friends and staff at our annual Holiday
International potluck.

Above and Right: Everyone joins in the
carols led by tutor and Board member Sue

Zoni.

Left: 30th Anniversary cake served to participants
of the tutor roundtable discussion. This delicious
cake was donated by Borinquen Bakery LLC lo-
cated at 296 Arch Street, New Britain.

Thank you Borinquen Bakery!
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Come Listen to ‘Classic Gems’ and Support LVCC!

The Plainville Wind Ensemble, directed by Rick Lawrence, will sponsor Literacy Volunteers of Central CT, Inc. at its spring con-
cert. This event will take place Tuesday, May 5, 2009, at 7 p.m. at Plainville High School.

Admission is free; donations will be accepted to su pport LVCC and our programs.

This family concert, entitled "Classic Gems," will feature wonderful and entertaining music of the world with speakers from
LVCC and a surprise guest conductor. The evening's emcee will be Southington Town Councilman David Zoni.

Please support LVCC and be sure to attend this program. For more information visit www.plainvillewindensemble.com.

Family Literacy Initiative Ramps Up Submitted by: Kathleen McLean

Thanks to a grant from the Community Foundatio®r#ater New Britain and the Christine E. Moser Ftation, | was hired in Novem-
ber to head up LVCC'’s exciting Family Literacy laitve. My background ranges from teaching torin non-profit work, and pro-
gram coordination (E.S.L. and after-school progpamdiave an M.A. in Spanish from Duke Universityd a B.A. in American Studies
from Wesleyan University. | have immensely enjogetting to know the staff, tutors, and student® fa¢ Literacy Volunteers over the
past two months.

| wanted to share a brief update on our initiativdave had the opportunity to network with fittifferent community leaders in New
Britain, Plainville and Southington, all of whomveabeen supportive and willing to collaborate amnare resources, wherever possible.
Darlene Hurtado and | have also met with the ppials and Parent School Liaisons at Northend andnBkeain Elementary Schools
and are forging ahead with recruiting both tutard parents for an in-school tutoring program farepés. An orientation for parents is
already scheduled at Chamberlain, and we have fitamsparent “tea” and drop-in hours with me artNend. Of our target number of
12 tutors for this year, we have 9 interested sjteho have been invited to an orientation on Fahiteracy on February 10 If you
would like to become involved in this initiativelepse contact me at LVCC!

We will collaborate in various ways with the Nat@iCenter for Family Literacy: Lynne Prairie, Aside Director and | will attend the
NCFL National Conference in March. We will alsoliesting NCFL's 3-day community-wide training bring together 40 leaders
from local government, social services, early dimldd providers, education, business, foundatiami, clubs, churches, literacy pro-
grams, and libraries to learn about family literacyl mobilize the community to form a coalitionatdress family literacy.

Finally, we are looking to collaborate with localdinesses and churches or civic clubs to organigpast programs in which we collect
targeted donations for the children of our parém&ncourage literacy activities in the home. déhjhave any connections or suggestions,
please do let us know!

We are all very excited about the momentum of itiitgative, and welcome any input or expertise y@ave to offer! | also
want to offer my sincere thanks for your warm weheoand support.
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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 29, 2009 | ponations accepted in support of LVCC and

GATHER UP YOUR TEAMS AND PRAC-| our Programs.

TICE YOUR STRATEGIES! THIS YEAR

PROVES TO BE BETTER THAN EVER!
COME JOIN THE FUN!

Middletown Program Office Upcoming
Tutor Training

June 1, 4, 8, 11, 15, 18, 22, 25
6-8:45 PM

deKoven House Community Center,
Middletown

What's a ‘Wiki'?...you'll find out soon!
Tutor In-Service ‘Wiki’ Training
TBA....Stay tuned!

Sign UP! Upcoming Tutor Trainings
AM Session, March 24, 27, 31, April 3—(9:30AM—12PM)
Bethany Covenant Church, Berlin
PM Session, March 23, 26, 30, April 3—(6— 8:30PMhe Orchards, Southington
RSVP required: Please call 860-229-7323 or epféite @literacycentral.org
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LVCC Celebrating 30 Years of Learning! (LVCC histdo be continued in the next newsletter!)



